September 15, 2009
Dear Parents,

We are off to a fantastic start to the school year. I wanted to let you know about the methods we will be using to communicate with you about homework, grades, announcements and commentaries. We have two new, powerful tools to assist us, our new website and Powerschool. 

You should have received a letter with your Powerschool username and password. If you did not receive this information for some reason, Amy Reisner at Ext. 215 can give this information to you. After logging into Powerschool, you will be able to view grades, attendance for the past two weeks, homework, and comments written by teachers. The grade listed in S1 is the current grade. To find out more details click on the grades or assignments which are highlighted in blue. The blue color indicates that there is more information available. When you click on a blue assignment, you will see the details of the assignment. When you click on a blue colored grade, you will see more detailed grades or comments made by a teacher about that particular assignment. The tab at the top that says “Teacher  Comments” will only list comments from the end of the quarters. If you need help with Powerschool, please let us know and we would be glad to help you.
We will be writing new student commentaries on Powerschool. These commentaries are for new students only. If your student is not new, there will be no information included in this assignment. Parents of new students will be able to access the new student commentaries this weekend. Commentaries for all students will be on Powerschool on October 2nd.
If you have not visited the new school website, please do so. It is full of pictures and useful information. The web address is www.wcsks.com . We will be posting the middle school daily announcements on a tab on the middle school home page. Also, on each grade level page, there is a link to a Google calendar that lists all the homework assignments, tests, and projects in one place per grade level. The information is pushed from the Powerschool program into the Google Calendar. Google refreshes their calendar feeds every few hours, so there is some delay in getting assignments from Powerschool to the calendar on the webpage. If you are trying to get assignments during the school day, the best way to do this is to go directly to Powerschool. We will also be posting important information directly on the middle school home page.
Although we are sending you a paper copy of this letter, from this point forward are primary means of mass communication will be through e-mail. Thanks for your patience as we are figuring out all the idiosyncrasies of these two new systems. 
Sincerely,

Ann Rai

Head of Middle School

